
Green Infrastructure 
Investments and Co-benefits

Global State of Practice & Emerging Trends
Jan Cassin, Forest Trends

The Role of Green Infrastructure Investments in Meeting Global Commitments

Tuesday August 29th, 2017

World Water Week



Co-benefits: less important than local water 
provision and cost…...but

Source: Forest Trends, Alliances for Green Infrastructure: State of Watershed Investments 2016



Co-benefits are important to most programs

Source: Forest Trends, Alliances for Green Infrastructure: State of Watershed Investments 2016
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Gaps, open questions

• Does targeting co-benefits increase investments and/or number of 
investors?

• To what extent does targeting co-benefits result in actual changes in 
biodiversity, climate resilience, gender equity?

• What role do certifications play in driving more holistic projects that 
explicitly include co-benefits?

• For now, co-benefits are based on buyer / investor interest – is there 
a role for SDG finance and national or business commitments to SDGs 
to drive finance to projects that explicitly achieve multiple benefits?  
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